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Blacks In Government Commends the EEOC for their support of the American With Disabilities Act (ADA)

Blacks In Government (BIG) commends the EEOC for releasing a fact sheet on how the American With Disabilities Act (ADA) applies to diabetes in the workplace.  According to BIG, government employees at the federal, state and local levels share in the lack of understanding of their rights in the workplace.   Statistics have shown that African-Americans are two times more likely than non-Latino whites to have diabetes, therefore African-Americans will especially benefit from the ADA and the EEOC guidance on diabetes.  

BIG’s National President, Mr. Gregory Reeves, stated “BIG members have consistently made comments on how they don’t know or understand what their rights are in the workplace or how to exercise them,” he also stated that “The EEOC’s fact sheet is an excellent response in light of the higher incidence of diabetes and charges of discrimination.  Our BIG members and the African-American community will benefit tremendously from such efforts.”

According to an October 29, 2003 EEOC press release, during the past five years there has been a 13 percent increase in the number of charges filed with the EEOC under the ADA alleging discrimination based on diabetes.  The EEOC fact sheet can be viewed at http://www.eeoc.gov/facts/diabetes.html  and is designed to assist employers, job applicants and employees with understanding their rights and responsibilities in the workplace.
According to the American Diabetes Association website, African Americans experience higher rates of at least four of the serious complications of diabetes:  heart disease, blindness, amputation and end stage renal disease (kidney failure).  Twenty-five percent of African Americans between the ages of 65 and 74 have diabetes. One in four African American women over 55 years of age has diabetes. 

 Approximately 2.8 million or 13% of all African Americans have diabetes.  Diabetes can lead to varied complications such as heart attack and stroke, blindness, kidney disease, and amputations. 

Blacks In Government is a nonprofit organization dedicated to information sharing and protecting the health interests of Black government employees at the federal, state and local levels.  For more information regarding our organization visit our website, http://www.bignet.org.
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