TOOLS FOR FINANCIAL AID
Ten Questions To Ask Your College Financial Aid Office

1. What application materials are needed to apply for financial aid, and does the college require    its own forms in addition to the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)? 

2. What are the deadlines for submitting financial aid forms? 

3. When will I be notified of my financial eligibility? 

4. Will my request for financial aid have any impact on my ability to be admitted to college? 

5. Describe your financial aid program, including requirements for need-based aid, merit-based aid, and scholarships. 

6. Once my financial aid package is awarded, will additional scholarships reduce the amount of financial aid I can receive? 

7. Will your institution meet my full financial need, and will it meet my full financial need for all four years of my attendance? 

8. Are there state financial aid programs that I should know about? 

9. Does this college participate in a tuition payment plan that allows installment payments for each semester's bill? 
10. Where can I find additional sources of financial aid? 

Be Smart in Finding Scholarships

So you thought that applying for colleges was the only time-consuming obligation necessary to finding the perfect school. Then you start talking finances with your parents and learn that you need more money to get to that dream school. Well, scholarship season is enough to smack you to your senses and yearn for the "early days" of the collegiate Common Application. And it's not just the time that you lose … it's your mind. 

Merit Based. (Made popular by many colleges) These are the scholarships you receive for achieving a certain GPA and/or test score combination. The higher your GPA and test scores, the more merit money. And the lower ... well, you get the picture. Best part is your college application serves as your scholarship application in this case as well. 

Need Based. Once your FAFSA is filed, you'll receive a final financial aid package from the colleges. You may notice, depending on how "needy" you are that there are other scholarships listed in addition to your merit. These are need based scholarships, and are typically referred to as grants. 

Other College Scholarships. Yes, there is an "other" category. Oftentimes, colleges will have additional scholarships that require a bit more work -- essays, interviews, etc. You can find these scholarships on college websites. 

Promotional. You'll find a lot of these scholarships on the Internet. Companies use scholarships for marketing purposes. By generating scholarship enquiries, they are at the same time encouraging use of their product. 

Contests. Can be promotional as well, but they typically require more than just an application or essay. Scholarship contests embody a more creative outlet in finding and securing scholarships. Contests oftentimes ask applicants for their secret talent, a homemade movie, or original song lyrics to depict their qualifications for the award. Once again, look for these types of scholarships on the Internet. 

Make Sense of Scholarships

Scholarship dollars come from sources as diverse as the students who receive them. An understanding of who's giving away this money for college will help you learn where to look and how to get the scholarships. 

College-based Scholarships 

Besides using glossy brochures, cute mascots, and sweatshirts emblazoned with their names, colleges and universities attract new students by offering scholarships. They also have award programs to help current students with their academic careers. Some of these scholarships you have to apply for; others you receive automatically for being a good student. 

Merit Scholarships 

These scholarships award students based on a variety of achievements, from high academic performance, to leadership ability, to artistic accomplishment. Financial need may also be considered. Often, you won't apply for these awards; appropriate recipients are chosen based on entrance applications. 

Departmental Awards 

Some college departments offer awards to students who show promise and achievement in one of their majors. To find out about these opportunities, call the college dean's office in your area of study. 

Athletic Scholarships 

Scholarships are one of the main ways colleges attract top athletes. You can receive anything from a small award to a full ride. Talk to your high school coach or counselor and check out "College Athletic Scholarships" on the Internet.
Fellowships 

Fellowships are awards offered to graduate students at the Masters and Doctorate levels. Generally these awards accompany admission to a graduate program and cover all expenses, including tuition and a living stipend. 

For more information on these scholarships, contact the financial aid office at your college or follow up with specific organizations. 

Private Scholarships 

Your school isn't the only one that wants to give you money. Some private scholarships are available as early as your junior year in high school. Contact corporations, foundations, organizations, and associations for these type of scholarship and fellowship awards. 

Businesses and Corporations 

Corporations use scholarships to advertise the company name and attract future employees, while giving the student financial assistance and professional contacts. Start with local businesses and move on to the bigger companies like Coca-Cola, Microsoft, NFL, NBA, or Nike. Try calling local firms and check out the Web sites of national companies to see what awards they offer. 

Professional Associations 

Many professional associations, like the American Federation of Teachers International and the Society for Pharmaceutical Engineers, offer scholarships to encourage students in their field. Check the Internet listing of professional associations or use a search engine to find more. 

Clubs and Groups in Your Community 

Local civic groups and local organizations, like the Rotary Clubs and the Jaycees, offer lots of scholarships. Scan your local newspaper, visit the Chamber of Commerce, talk with business leaders, and speak with your high school counselor to learn more. 

The Religious Community 

Churches and other places of worship often sponsor scholarships. Also check with worship-oriented service groups. You may not have to be a member; some use criteria like community service or financial need to determine eligibility. 

Minority Organizations 

To encourage minority involvement and increase diversity, many organizations, such as the Hispanic College Fund or Women In Communication, use race, ethnicity, religion, gender or sexual orientation as eligibility requirements for their scholarships. 

Parent Affiliations 

Is your dad an Elk? Does your mom work with the Chamber of Commerce? Ask if the clubs and organizations they belong to offer scholarships. Be sure to include veterans groups, professional organizations and patriotic, civil, and fraternal and sorority associations. 

Where are the Scholarships
As the cost of a college education rises, students are finding ways to foot the bill. Across the country, students have won scholarships to pay their way through college. What's their secret? 

They know where to find scholarships, when to look for them and how to write for them. There's no guarantee you'll win a scholarship, but there are ways to skew the odds in your favor. 

Where's the Money: Anywhere and Everywhere  !!!
Do your homework. Take advantage of free online scholarship searches. Also, research the Web sites of colleges you want to attend because they have information about scholarships. The reference section in the library provides books and resources of national, federal and state sources of college aid. The library also has scholarship directories that list awards based on age, state of residence, cultural background or field of study. 
Search in your community. Scholarships for college can be as close as your neighborhood bank. Start by asking the organizations and institutions in your community if they offer awards for college. Don't forget about cultural organizations that grant awards based on ethnic background. 
Talk to your school's counselor. They know your academic record inside and out. Ask them about private and corporate sponsorships that you qualify for. 
Don't limit yourself. There are also scholarships for unique talents and abilities. Don't confine yourself to academic scholarships or big national awards. Small awards will come in handy too. . 

When to Apply: Start Early (January 1) 
It's never too soon to start your scholarship search. Some organizations give college scholarships as early as junior high school. Others require information that needs to be prepared in advance: 

Make a list. Focus on deadlines. List the scholarships with the earliest deadlines and give them first priority. 

Test scores. Take the ACT and/or SAT well in advance; if you need to improve your score, you'll have time to take the tests again before the scholarship deadline. Take practice tests in the fall of sophomore and junior year in high school, then start taking the real tests during the spring of junior year and fall of senior year. 

Financial Information. Most need-based scholarships require family income information to prove financial need. Prepare these forms ahead of time to qualify for scholarships. 

How to apply: Write to Colleges, Corporations, Foundations, Organizations, and Associations !!!  

Most colleges and companies require an application be submitted. The application is your chance to tell the selection committee about your personality, interests and activities, and why you deserve scholarship money.
Scholarships for Unusual Talents

Shaquille O'Neal earned a basketball scholarship to Louisiana State University. The 2005 Nobel Prize Winner in Physics, John L. Hall, won a science scholarship to Carnegie Mellon University. But you don't have to be a basketball star or science wiz to win money for college. Scholarships designed for students with unique talents can help pay for your degree. 

Skateboarding 

Do you know what an Ollie is? Can you do a 50-50 grind, kickflip or nose wheelie? If you answered yes to any of those questions, you may be eligible for the Patrick Kerr Skateboard Scholarship. Applicants for this award must submit an essay on how skateboarding has had a positive impact on their lives. The scholarship winner receives $5,000 and runner-up winners receive $1,000 each to attend the college of their choice as full-time students. 

Rodeo 

Whether you're a barrel racer or a bareback rider, your rodeo skills could rope you a scholarship. Institutional awards, like Colorado State University's rodeo scholarships, are usually reserved for students on the school's rodeo team. Private awards, like the San Angelo Rodeo Scholarship, give students more flexibility in their college choice, but often have other requirements. Internationally-known scientist and cancer researcher, Dr. Raymond DuBois, won a rodeo scholarship to Texas A&M University, which helped start his successful career in medical research. He has called it one of the most important awards he has ever received. 

Puppetry 

Pinocchio may not be your style, but if you have an interest in puppetry, it could help you pay for college. The Connecticut Guild of Puppetry offers the Margo Rose Scholarship for students involved in puppetry who wish to attend the National Puppetry Conference. Unima-USA. the American chapter of the theatre organization Union lntemationale de la Marionette, offers scholarships for students with experience in puppetry to study at the lnstitut lntemationale de la Marionnette in Charleville-Mezieres, France. Since puppetry degree programs are rare, most scholarships in this field are for private programs or for puppetry studies within a theatre arts department. 

Chess 

Chess stars could turn their winning moves into money for college. Several colleges, including Texas Tech University, the University of Marvland. Baltimore County (UMBC) and the University of Texas at Dallas, offer promising chess players up to four-year, full-tuition scholarships. The United States Chess Federation provides information on chess tournaments and available chess scholarships, both college and privately-sponsored. Casual chess players, be warned, these scholarship programs are often very competitive. 

Knitting 

If you are nimble with knitting needles, consider applying for a knitting scholarship. The American Sheep Industry Association sponsors scholarships for applicants who submit a sample of an article of clothing they created completely with wool. To be eligible for the Bernard Steur Scholarship at Philadelphia University, you must be a textile engineering student with an interest in knitting. 

Rugby 

Rugby may not be an official sport at most U.S. universities, but it can still help pay your college costs. Rugby scholarships are offered at the University of New Mexico, Texas A&M University, St. Bonaventure University (just to name a few) and many other colleges in the United States. Playing rugby can also send you abroad. The Center for International Studies offers a “rugby study abroad program” for students to study for one or two semesters in Wellington, New Zealand and play in a local rugby club. A $5000 scholarship is available to make this program more affordable. Check with USA Rugby on the Internet for more rugby scholarships. 

Your Own Research 

Could your unique talent or unusual hobby help you land a scholarship? Maybe ... Try looking for organizations that coordinate or support the activity on a regional, national or intemational level. You might be surprised what a simple Google search will produce. 

The College Budget and Cost of Attendance Items
A. Direct Costs - Academic Year 


1.  Tuition




2.  Fees (lab, activity, health) 



3.  Room (if living on campus)

4.  Board (meals and fees for on campus living only)










B.  Indirect Costs 

1. Books/Supplies (national average was $1,100 per academic year). 



2. At Home Living Expenses (If living at home, skip items #7, #8, and #9). 


3. Rent (if living off campus). 

4. Utilities (electric, gas, internet fees, cable, water/sewage, etc). 

5. Food (groceries, restaurant, snacks, etc). 

6. Telephone (local, long distance, cell charges). 

7. Transportation (car payments, gas, insurance, parking, maintenance). 

8. Personal Expenses (haircuts, toiletries, etc.). 

9. Clothing (laundry, dry cleaning, new purchases). 

10. Entertainment (movies, videos rentals, newspapers). 

11. Medical/Dental (prescriptions, co-pays) 

12. Savings...
13. Dependent Care (babysitting and childcare). 

14. Disability Expenses. 

15. Other Miscellaneous Expenses.


Total Budget for Academic Year (Sum of items 1-19). 
$                   
Financial Resources

1.  Federal Pell Grant. 

2.  Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG). 

3.  State Student Grants 

4.  State Education Scholarships 

5.  Other State Grants / Scholarships. 

6.  Institutional Grant / Scholarship. 

7.  Private Scholarship. 

8.  Federal Work Study , Education Cooperatives, Student Employment. 

9.  Personal Resources (savings, parental assistance, gifts). 

10. Other Gifts, Donations, or Aid. 

Total Resources (add lines 1- 10 above). 





$                     
Your Net Need 

A. 'Total Budget for Academic Year'. 





$                        
B. ‘Total Resources'. 








$                        
C.  Net Need (Above -Subtract Line B from Line A). 



$                     
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